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Fern Creek Midwives
494 North Main Street
Kalispell, MT 59901

(406)2605105

Informed Disclosure


As licensed midwives in the state of Montana, we are required to provide clients with the following information in the form of an informed consent or informed disclosure document, answer any questions that the client may have, and obtain a signature before working with them.  The intent is to protect you as a healthcare consumer and ourselves as healthcare providers.
Educational Background

Carrie Corbett has been attending births since 2001, and has trained under 4 licensed midwives, and 4 certified nurse midwives in home, hospital and birth center settings.  She also traveled to Kiribati in 2011 to volunteer and learn, participating in over 45 births, 36 of which she acted as primary midwife. She attended the Midwives College of Utah where she earned her degree in Midwifery science.  Carrie has attended over 200 births as a doula, and midwife.  


Heather Holman began attending births in 2001, and trained under 4 licensed midwives and 1 certified nurse midwife in home, hospital, and birth center settings. She attended the Midwives College of Utah where she earned her degree in Midwifery science.  Heather has attended over 200 births as a doula and midwife. 


Both Carrie and Heather are licensed by the state of Montana to provide midwifery care to healthy, low-risk women.  Additionally, they are certified in neonatal resuscitation, and CPR for health professionals.  
Philosophy

We believe that every individual is entitled to healthcare that is safe and respectful, with regard for cultural and spiritual differences.  We believe that it is our role as midwives to guard the normal course of pregnancy, birth, and breastfeeding by providing excellent midwifery care, client education, and confidence in women’s abilities as a whole.
Alternative options


In the state of Montana, there are many options for maternity care available to you.  These options include but are not limited to certified professional midwives, certified nurse midwives, family practitioners, and obstetricians.  There are also several options as to where you give birth.  These include but are not limited to home, birth centers, hospitals, and clinics.

You may, at any time during your care, change your health care provider and/or seek a second opinion.
Scope of Care
 We provide the following services:
· An initial consultation to see if we can work together to offer you the care you desire for your growing family.

· A second visit to include a full physical exam, appropriate prenatal lab work, and an in depth review of your medical history.

· Prenatal checkups every 4 weeks until 28 weeks, every 2 weeks until 36 weeks, and weekly until birth.  This includes a home visit at 36-37 weeks for homebirth clients.

· Attendance at your labor and birth.

· Two postpartum home visits on days one and three.

· Newborn metabolic screening, and pulse oximetry screening performed on the baby.

· Two in office postpartum visits; day ten, and week six.

· A complete well woman exam at your six-week postpartum visit to include family planning counseling and a pap test as needed.
· All lab work is included, with the exception of the newborn metabolic screening for which you will be billed directly.

· 24-hour availability by telephone.


All equipment and supplies needed for your birth will be brought to your home, or available in the office for your birth.  These include prescription drugs to control hemorrhage, oxygen for mother and baby, suturing supplies, and an electronic Doppler for monitoring the fetal heart rate during labor.  We also carry vitamin K and erythromycin eye ointment for baby.  Two qualified providers will attend every birth.  If we are attending to another labor, or inclement weather prevents safe travel we may advise an alternative to your original plan.  This may include birth at your home or our office with another licensed care provider, a change in the birth site, or referral to a physician or nurse midwife at the hospital.  Back-up plans will be discussed on an individual basis.

Consultation, Transfer, or Transport


While homebirth is safe for low-risk women, certain situations may arise that could warrant physician consultation, transfer of care, or transport.  This will be done appropriately, and as smoothly as possible.  Should an emergency situation arise during labor, birth or immediately postpartum, your safety and the safety of your baby are of utmost importance.  You will be transported to the closest medical facility and receive treatment accordingly.  If you are 50 or more miles from the nearest hospital you will be life flighted.  We do not work with a specific back-up doctor.  You are responsible for procuring one should you so desire.  Alternatively, you will receive care by the on call physician in the OB department or in the E.R.  Should this occur we will remain with you for support, but medical management decisions become the responsibility of the consulting provider.  Should you be transported to the hospital in labor this will be considered services rendered. 


We do not carry malpractice insurance.

We are required by the state of Montana to advise you to see a physician at least twice during your pregnancy.  In addition, per Montana law “a health care provider's liability in rendering care or assistance in good faith to a patient of a direct-entry midwife in an emergency situation is limited to damages caused by gross negligence or by willful or wanton acts or omissions.”

Authority to treat

I engage and authorize the midwives at Fern Creek Midwives, and their associates to treat, administer, and provide according to their training and expertise, health care including.


Education and instruction


Physical examination as necessary

Obtaining of blood and other specimens for laboratory tests


Performing episiotomy and/or repair of perineal tissue


Postpartum care


Other procedures related to the health of a woman or newborn


Consultation with other health care providers (LM, CNM, MD)

While the course of childbearing is a normal human function, it has been explained to me and I understand that in my particular case medical problems may arise unpredictably and suddenly which may be a hazard of childbearing or being born.  I understand that the midwives are trained in recognizing these conditions and in treating them until a physician can be contacted, then transfer care as necessary.  I understand that the midwives do not perform cesarean section, or forceps deliveries.  I further understand that in choosing an out of hospital birth, should such interventions become necessary, physical transport to the hospital is required to obtain such care.

Client History

In the view above, I understand that in the selection and treatment of women, the midwives will rely on the medical history and information about myself that I provide.  I affirm that such information is and will be correct to the best of my knowledge.  In addition, I understand the development of any of the following conditions could be life threatening for me and/or my baby.  I agree to call immediately if any of the following occur:

Bleeding from the vagina


Appearance of unusual genital sores or rash


Severe or continuous vomiting


Unusual or sudden swelling or puffiness


Blurring of vision or spots before the eyes


A marked decrease of urine output


Pain or burning with urination


Chills and/or fever


Sharp or continuous abdominal pain


Sudden gush of fluid or leaking from the vagina


Sudden or unusual decrease in movement of baby

Disclaimer
We declare that we have read and understand the statements listed above.  

Mother_______________________________________________Date_____________
Partner________________________________________________Date_____________
Midwife_______________________________________________Date_____________
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